
 

Stone with Woodford Playgroup 

Spring Term 2 News 
Dear Parents,  

Hopefully the weather will start to get warmer as we head towards Easter. However, please can you 

remember to ensure their child has a coat, hat, gloves, plenty of spare clothes and wellies in a bag 

as we will regularly go outside. Do not worry if you forget your child’s wellies we have plenty of 

spares at the setting.  

Please DO NOT bring your child to the setting if they are unwell, as this just spreads germs to the 

other children and potentially to the staff when they have to look after an unwell child. If staff 

become unwell, we may need to temporarily close. 

Dates for the Diary 

Spring Term 2: Monday 23rd – Friday 27th March 2026 

As always, the academic calendar is later in the newsletter 

Advanced Warning - Photographer: Tuesday 21st April 2026 - All Welcome 

If your child does not attend on Tuesday and would like photographs or you wish to bring siblings 

in, please talk to Laura to arrange a suitable time. 

Setting Information / Reminders 

Funding Forms – the Nursery Education Funding forms will be circulated later this term. Please 

can you return them before the end of term.   

School Visits – for preschool children attending the session on Friday we have the opportunity to 

visit the local school during the year. The visit dates are as follows: 1st May, 5th June, 26th June 

and 10th July.  

Attendance - If your child is not going to attend a session due to holiday, illness etc. parents 

MUST let Laura know by 10am as we need to record all absences and their reason. If you do not 

contact us, we will try to contact you then the emergency contacts. If this fails, we will follow our 

Attendance/Absence policy, found on the Noticeboard, to ensure the child’s safety & wellbeing.    

EYFS - As most parents are probably aware we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

framework to design and organise our session activities. For further information please look at 

‘What to expect in the Early Years Foundation Stage: a guide for parents’ at the following link: 

https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf  

Key Carer – each child is assigned a Key Carer, as shown on the Noticeboard. Due to the nature of 

our setting Laura and Dawn share Key Carer responsibilities. Rachel also notes any observations 

and inputs into the children’s learning. They build a positive relationship and support your child 

along with furthering their learning through observations and assessments when they are at the 

setting. They are your first point of contact if you have any questions. 

Early Help – For information about the Early Help advice, support, guidance and direct 

interventions that is offered please refer to the overview graphic later in this Newsletter, 

Gloucestershire County Council - Early Help and Targeted Support or Glosfamilies Directory -

 Advice, Support and Early Help Services. We would also like to share the SHREC poster, found 

below with you that highlights listening to children and having conversations with them.  

Communication Books – all children who attend another setting have been given a Child 

Communication book to enable communication between settings. If your child only attends our 

setting, we feel direct communication is best although you can request one if you wish.  

https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/children-young-people-and-families/early-help-and-targeted-support/
https://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/family.page?familychannel=1_1_1
https://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/family.page?familychannel=1_1_1
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Parking – Just a reminder, if parking on Lower Stone Road please be considerate to residents by 

parking safely, not on the grass, not block driveways or block the footpath, thank you. When the 

gate is open can all parents park move and/or park in the car park, if space. 

Invoices - invoices will be circulated at the beginning of term and need to be paid by the date 

indicated on the invoice. Failure to pay fees on time will incur late fees as detailed on the invoice. If 

you have difficulty paying, please talk, in confidence, to Laura or Dawn. 

Labelling – please please please can parent’s label their child’s clothing and other items they bring 

into the setting. We can end up with a lot of unclaimed clothes especially socks! 

Toys – we know children like to show everyone their toys but please can be ask that you try to 

dissuade them from bringing toys into the setting as they get lost and can be hard to find later.  

Packed Lunches – we encourage parents to provide a balanced healthy lunch for their children. 

Further guidance on nutrition and packed lunches can be found at: Eatwell Guide Early Years 

Foundation Stage Nutrition Guidance, Packed lunches — First Steps Nutrition Trust & Lunchbox 

ideas and recipes – Healthier Families - NHS.  

We ask parents not to include sweets or fizzy drinks in your child’s lunch and remember to chop up 

large items e.g. grapes and cherry tomatoes as they can be a choking hazard. 

Increasing/Decreasing Hours - If you wish to increase/decrease hours, please can you let Laura 

or Dawn know. There is a 4-week notice period to decrease hours and for any increase we will 

need to see if we can accommodate any change.  

Summative Assessments – child assessments will be completed this term and distributed to 

parents. If you wish to know how your child is progressing, please feel free to talk to us.  

Noticeboard - Please make sure you look at the Noticeboard on the entrance door, as this is 

where we display Setting Notices e.g. upcoming events and the daily ‘Child Session Activity Sheet’ 

and information about the setting, staff and committee. 

Parent Suggestions – we welcome ideas or suggestions for activities from parents/guardians. If 

you have a special skill or undertake any interesting activities you would like to share with us then 

please let Laura know as we may be able to incorporate them into our sessions.  

Nappies/Potty Training – please ensure a good supply of nappies, wipes and bags and/or 

clothes in your child’s bag in case of accidents. If you need any advice please ask or look at our 

website, a new leaflet was just added: The Potty Training Guide - Starting Reception 

Ofsted – out latest Ofsted report from the 22nd November 2022 can be found at: 

https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50201178. Ofsted has now changed the way they inspect and 

report on settings. Further information for parents can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/information-for-parents-about-ofsteds-role-in-

regulating-childcare/information-for-parents-about-ofsteds-role-in-regulating-childcare. We are 

expecting an inspection this year.  

Website - https://www.stoneplaygroup.co.uk – lots of information is found here including the 

Session Trail Book. A hardcopy is located at the setting, just ask a Staff member to see it. 

If we have missed something out, you have any questions or concerns about anything then please 

speak with Laura or the other staff members.  
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5bbb790de5274a22415d7fee/Eatwell_guide_colour_edition.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6839b752210698b3364e86fc/Early_years_foundation_stage_nutrition_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6839b752210698b3364e86fc/Early_years_foundation_stage_nutrition_guidance.pdf
https://www.firststepsnutrition.org/packed-lunches-resource
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/
https://startingreception.co.uk/potty-training/
https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50201178
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/information-for-parents-about-ofsteds-role-in-regulating-childcare/information-for-parents-about-ofsteds-role-in-regulating-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/information-for-parents-about-ofsteds-role-in-regulating-childcare/information-for-parents-about-ofsteds-role-in-regulating-childcare
https://www.stoneplaygroup.co.uk/
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Setting Term Dates 2025 / 2026 
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SHREC POSTER 


